





<Date>
<Nominee Name>
<Address>
<City, State  Zip>
Dear <Nominee>,
I am pleased to inform you that you have been nominated for membership in the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. This distinction, referred to as Papal Knighthood, dates back to the Eleventh Century. It is my honor to convey this invitation to you, and with it comes appreciation for your involvement and dedication in our Catholic community.
I fully realize that the title and the history of the Equestrian Order might be new to you. Permit me to offer you background and reasons why this organization is highly relevant for our times.
The Order has a long history of accomplishments. It was originally established to protect the burial place of Jesus Christ, the Holy Sepulchre. Over time, the Popes have challenged the Order to preserve an active Christian presence in the Holy Land. This is accomplished through prayer, ongoing spiritual formation of the Order’s members, as well as material support to the Latin Patriarch in Jerusalem, who serves as the Bishop of the Land of Jesus.
While some of the medieval ceremony of the Order has been passed on to our time, I believe the contemporary benefits would be valuable to you. In turn you would be contributing a valuable service to the universal Catholic Church. Some of the benefits are:
· An opportunity to be associated with a regional group of Catholics (Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota) organized as the Northern Lieutenancy of the Order. 
· The members meet once a year regionally. 
· They also gather as a Diocesan group. 
· This association not only provides great opportunities to learn about the Holy Land and develop one’s spiritual life, but also provides enjoyable social contacts.
The Order arranges special pilgrimages to the Holy Land, which have been uplifting and transformational experiences for those who participate.
The members are also asked to make reasonable financial contributions to assist the Catholic Church’s mission in the Holy Land, in particular its educational and formational activities. As our world shrinks, we realized that such support takes on the characteristics of assisting our local and neighborhood needs.
By becoming members of the Order, you will significantly help the mission of the Church, particularly in assistance to the land where Jesus walked. It also provides opportunities for personal growth of our faith and the develop of cherished friendships among fellow Midwestern Catholics.
I am sure you have many questions about this invitation. For this reason, I have asked <AREA Councillors>, who serve in the role of Area Councillors (coordinators) of the <AREA Name> region of the Order to be in contact with you to arrange a personal, informational meeting with you. They will be able to provide more details of the Order which I am confident will be invaluable in your reflections.
Thank you for your consideration of this invitation. I genuinely hope you find your way to give a positive response. I am confident that you will experience no regrets in such a decision.
Assuring you of my prayers and very best wishes, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,



<Bishop or Archbishop’s Name>

Cc: Sir <Area Councillor> and Dame <Area Councillor>
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